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achieving citizen welfare, not ends in themselves.” — 2nd Administrative
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PRELIMS POINTERS — TODAY IN ONE LINE EACH

1. Buxa Tiger Reserve — Situated in Alipurduar district, West Bengal; serves as an international tiger corridor connecting Manas National Park in Assam with Phibsoo
Wildlife Sanctuary in Bhutan.

2. National Critical Minerals Mission (NCMM) — Union multi-year roadmap (2024-2030) driving domestic exploration, overseas asset acquisition through KABIL, and
20% capex support for processing.

3. Fault Ride-Through (FRT) — CEA mandatory technical grid standard requiring distributed solar inverters to remain connected during transient voltage dips to
prevent cascading grid blackouts.

4. Section 7D, Citizenship Act, 1955 — Vests statutory authority in the Central Government to cancel OCI cardholder registration on grounds of sovereignty, security,
or disaffection to the Constitution.

5. Operation Sankalp — Maritime security deployment initiated by the Indian Navy in June 2019 to secure Indian-flagged merchant shipping through the Strait of

Hormuz and Gulf of Oman.
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s THE 3-MINUTE EXECUTIVE SCANNER — ALL 9 TOPICS AT A GLANCE

Jes1 Cyclone Murasu & Bay of Bengal BoB experiences 4x more cyclones due to enclosed funnel bathymetry, SST 226.5°C, and freshwater
river stratification.
J s 2 ECI Collegiality & Decision Norms CEC is primus inter pares with equal vote; Section 10 mandates majority rule (2:1); 255th Law
Commission urges equal removal safeguards.
GS 2 nner Line Permit vs Protected Are... governs domestic citizens in 4 states; oreigners Act governs foreigners;
I Line P i P d A ILP (BEFR 1873) d ic citi in4 PAP (Forei Act 1946) forei
Meghalaya has 6th Schedule but NO ILP.
GS 2 reventive Detention ncrypted ... ere use o ignal without proximate overt acts cannot justify etention; 3-month limit under
P ive D ion & E d M f VPN/Signal with i justify PSA d jon; 3 h limi d
Art 22(4) remains operative.
GS 3 ritical Minerals Midstream Scheme , -Cr capex subsidy bridges midstream refining where ina holds 70— © monopoly;
Critical Mi Is Mid Sch 22,800-C bsidy brid id fini h China holds 70-90% ly; MMDR
2023 reserves royalties 100% to States.
Jos3 Grid Stability in High-Renewable G... Static solar inverters supply zero physical rotor inertia; CEA Fault Ride-Through (FRT) standards
prevent cascaded tripping blackouts.
lGs3 Frontier Al in Sovereign Cyber Def... CERT-In (Sec 70B) vs NCIIPC (Sec 70A); 6-hour incident reporting mandate; dual-use dilemma in
autonomous software vulnerability repair.
| GS 3 Upper Siang Hydropower Project 11,000 MW project with 9-10 BCM reservoir acts as downstream buffer against China's Medog dam;

asserts Prior Appropriation doctrine.

fGs a4 Sports Governance & Procedural A... Bureaucratic 'rule fetishism' violating Nolan Principles; 2nd ARC Citizen-Centric Governance urges
empathetic discretion for citizen welfare.

GS PAPER 1: GEOGRAPHY & DISASTER MANAGEMENT

GS1 - IMPORTANT GEOPHYSICAL PHENOMENA // DISASTER RESILIENCE ** EXAM CORE

Tropical Cyclone Murasu and Vulnerability in the Bay of Bengal

Why in news: Severe Cyclonic Storm 'Murasu' made landfall along the south Andhra Pradesh coast near Bapatla with sustained winds of 100-110
km/h, triggering heavy precipitation and tidal surges across coastal districts and reopening the debate on Bay of Bengal vulnerability dynamics.

THE FEYNMAN ANALOGY — UNDERSTAND IN 10 SECONDS
Think of the Bay of Bengal as an enclosed pressure cooker. Warm sea surface temperatures act as constant high burner heat, while narrow
surrounding landmasses trap moisture and funnel storm surges straight into shallow coastal estuaries.

Key Takeaway: Cyclones are not just ocean storms; their destructiveness is multiplied by the funnel-shaped coastline and high coastal population density.

Historical ratio of tropical cyclones forming in the Bay of Bengal compared to the Arabian Sea, driven by shallow warm waters, enclosed
4X bathymetry, and upper-air moisture.

KEY DETAILS & STRUCTURAL DRIVERS

e Thermal Drivers: [METEOROLOGY] |ow-pressure system over south-central Bay of Bengal rapidly intensified into a Severe Cyclonic Storm (sustained
winds 89-117 km/h) fueled by Sea Surface Temperatures exceeding 28°C and high ocean thermal energy down to 50 metres depth.

e Bathymetric Funnel: [BATHYMETRY] The concave, shallow semi-enclosed basin of the northern and western Bay of Bengal amplifies tidal surges,
driving storm waters up to 10-15 km inland through low-gradient river deltas (Krishna-Godavari).

¢ Pacific Teleconnection: [ATMOSPHERE] Remnants of typhoons originating in the South China Sea regularly cross the Kra Isthmus into the Andaman
Sea, providing pre-existing cyclonic vorticity seeds that quickly develop under low vertical wind shear.

¢ Demographic Exposure: [VULNERABILITY] Coastal Andhra Pradesh and Odisha house dense agrarian and aquaculture communities within low-
elevation coastal zones (LECZ), where soil salinization and housing damage dominate economic losses.

* NCRMP Protocols: [DISASTER POLICY] The National Cyclone Risk Mitigation Project (NCRMP) Phase-Il emphasizes multi-purpose cyclone shelters,
underground power cabling, and early warning dissemination through the Common Alerting Protocol (CAP).

. DRAW THIS IN EXAM — 30-SECOND MAINS VISUAL MODEL
Tropical Cyclone Structure & Storm Surge Funnel (Draw in GS1/ GS3)

EYEWALL (89-117 km/h) i THE EYE . SPIRAL RAINBANDS

Max Winds - Severe Storm Calm Air - Lowest,P Latent Heat Release 1
1 Descending Air

Moist Inflow — I — + Moist Inflow

WARM SEA SURFACE: SST = 26.5°C (Depth = 50m) - HIGH OCEAN HEAT CONTENT

A Examiner Note: In GS1 Geography, always link atmospheric triggers (Coriolis, SST) with coastal bathymetry (funnel shape) to explain regional disaster
vulnerability.
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How to use in UPSC Mains: Cite in GS1 (Geophysical Phenomena) for cyclone genesis factors and BoB vs Arabian Sea asymmetry; cite in GS3
(Disaster Management) for coastal resilience infrastructure and early-warning evacuation models.

3-COLUMN MAINS DIMENSION MATRIX

1. Dimension / Anchor 2. Substantive Arguments & Data 3. Value-Add / Reform

GS1/ GS3: Tropical Cyclones & Coastal - Physical Asymmetry: Enclosed basin, freshwater river discharge - Implement Nature-based Solutions

Resilience (Ganga-Brahmaputra) creating stable salinity stratification that (NbS): Mangrove bioshield restoration
traps surface heat. under MISHTI.
« Surge Vulnerability: Shallow bathymetry and high tidal ranges - Sendai Framework Target G: Multi-
amplify astronomical tides, submerging low-lying delta farmlands.  hazard early warning dissemination via
- Mitigation Gaps: Inadequate last-mile shelter access for satellite-based CAP-Siren systems.

marginalized tenant fishermen; coastal sand dune and mangrove
degradation.

Mains value-add: Contrast Bay of Bengal cyclogenesis with the Arabian Sea's rising cyclone frequency attributed to Western Indian Ocean warming (IPCC
AR6 Working Group 1).

L UPSC EXAMINER'S TRAP RADAR

THE EXAMINER'S TRAP: WHY ASPIRANTS FAIL: THE FACT CHECK:
Assuming tropical cyclones intensify only due Ignoring ocean thermal energy depth and IMD classifies cyclones by maximum sustained surface
to surface air warmth. salinity stratification (freshwater river influx wind speeds, not by central atmospheric pressure alone
traps heat in the top layer). (Severe Cyclonic Storm = 89-117 km/h).
TARGET PRELIMS MCQ MODERATE

Q. With reference to tropical cyclones in the North Indian Ocean, consider the following statements:

1. The Bay of Bengal experiences significantly more tropical cyclones than the Arabian Sea primarily due to higher sea surface temperatures and fresh
water influx from major rivers.

2. According to the India Meteorological Department (IMD) criteria, a cyclonic disturbance is classified as a 'Severe Cyclonic Storm' when maximum
sustained surface wind speeds reach 89-117 km/h.

3. Tropical cyclones originating in the Bay of Bengal never cross over the Indian landmass to re-intensify in the Arabian Sea.

(a) 1and 2 only (b) 2 and 3 only

(c) 1and 3 only (d)1,2and 3

Answer: (a) 1 and 2 only

Explanation: Statements 1 and 2 are correct. Statement 3 is incorrect: Remnants of Bay of Bengal cyclones frequently cross the peninsular landmass
and re-intensify over the Arabian Sea if upper-level conditions remain favorable (e.g., Cyclone Gulab transforming into Cyclone Shaheen in 2021).

Related PYQ: UPSC Prelims 2020: 'Consider the following statements: 1. Jet streams occur in the Northern Hemisphere only... 2. The temperature inside the
eye of a cyclone is nearly 10°C lesser than that of the surroundings...' [Testing atmospheric & cyclone dynamics].

MAINS PRACTICE QUESTION (GS1 — 10 MARKS, 150 WORDS)

Examine the physical and oceanographic factors that render the Bay of Bengal basin particularly prone to severe cyclonic storms compared to the
Arabian Sea. How can nature-based coastal defenses augment structural disaster mitigation?

Evaluation rubric: Demand of question: Contrast BoB vs Arabian Sea (SST, salinity stratification, Pacific teleconnections, bathymetry) -> Evaluate structural
defenses (NCRMP, shelters) vs Nature-based Solutions (mangrove bioshields, sand dunes) -> Sendai Framework alignment.

m [Abbreviations & Terminologyl: CAP: Common Alerting Protocol | IMD: India Meteorological Department | LECZ: Low Elevation Coastal Zone | MISHTI:
Mangrove Initiative for Shoreline Habitats & Tangible Incomes | NCRMP: National Cyclone Risk Mitigation Project | SST: Sea Surface Temperature

5 30-SECOND ACTIVE RECALL CHECKPOINT - GS PAPER 1 (GEOGRAPHY & DISASTER MANAGEMENT)
Q. What is the minimum sea surface temperature required for tropical cyclone genesis? - = 26.5°C over a depth of at least 50 metres.
Q. What wind speed defines an IMD 'Severe Cyclonic Storm'? » 89 to 117 km/h (48 to 63 knots).

Q. Why does freshwater river influx in the Bay of Bengal aid cyclogenesis? - It creates a light surface salinity layer that resists
vertical mixing, trapping solar heat.

GS PAPER 2: POLITY, GOVERNANCE & SECURITY

GS2 - CONSTITUTIONAL BODIES // ELECTORAL REFORMS *x* MUST READ
Collegiality and Internal Decision-Making in the Election Commission of India

Why in news: A split opinion among Election Commissioners over candidate disqualification procedures has brought national focus back to
institutional collegiality, voting parity, and internal decision-making norms under Article 324 of the Constitution.

THE FEYNMAN ANALOGY — UNDERSTAND IN 10 SECONDS

Think of the Election Commission like a three-judge constitutional bench. The Chief Election Commissioner sits in the center chair and leads hearings,
but their single vote carries no more weight than the other two commissioners. If two disagree with the Chief, the majority rules.

Key Takeaway: The CEC is 'first among equals' (primus inter pares) in administrative and quasi-judicial authority, not an executive boss with veto power.
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1 The year the Election Commission was converted from a single-member entity into a multi-member constitutional body via statutory
993 amendment, establishing institutional collegiality.

CONSTITUTIONAL & STATUTORY ARCHITECTURE

e Constitutional Framework: [CONSTITUTION] Article 324(2) empowers the President to fix the strength of the Election Commission; Article 324(5)
regulates service conditions, tenure, and removal procedures for the Chief Election Commissioner and other Election Commissioners.

e Statutory Parity: [LEGAL SCHEME] Section 9 of the 1991 Act (and Section 10 of the 2023 Act) mandates that all business of the Commission shall as
far as possible be transacted unanimously; in case of dissent, decisions are settled strictly according to the majority opinion (2:1).

¢ Judicial Benchmarks: [CASE LAW] In S.S. Dhanoa (1991) and T.N. Seshan v. Union of India (1995), a 5-judge Constitution Bench held that the CEC
does not hold superior administrative status over Election Commissioners; the CEC is primus inter pares (first among equals).

e Removal Asymmetry: [STRUCTURAL GAP] Under the proviso to Article 324(5), the CEC enjoys constitutional removal immunity identical to a Supreme
Court judge, while Election Commissioners can be removed by the President upon the mere recommendation of the CEC.

¢ Reform Proposals: [COMMISSION VIEW] The 255th Law Commission Report on Electoral Reforms (2015) recommended amending Article 324(5) to

provide identical constitutional protection against removal to all Election Commissioners, eliminating perceptions of executive leverage over junior
members.

S

DRAW THIS IN EXAM — 30-SECOND MAINS VISUAL MODEL
ECI Institutional Balance of Power & Decision Architecture (Draw in GS2)

CHIEF ELECTION COMMR ELECTION COMMR (1) ELECTION COMMR (2)
1 Vote - Administrative Head 1 Vote - Equal Rank & Salary 1 Vote - Equal Rank & Salary
1 |
|

DECISION: UNANIMOUS (Sec. 10) - IF SPLIT: MAJORITY VOTE (2:1)
T.N. Seshan (1995): CEC is Primus Inter Pares - No Veto or Casting Vote

N Examiner Note: Cite T.N. Seshan v. UOI (1995) alongside this diagram to prove that collegiality and majority vote are built into statutory design.

How to use in UPSC Mains: Cite in GS2 (Elections, Constitutional Bodies, Separation of Powers) when discussing institutional autonomy, quasi-
judicial credibility of watchdogs, and electoral reforms.

7 MAINS READY-TO-WRITE ANSWER SNIPPET (IBC FORMAT)

INTRO The Election Commission of India functions as a collegial constitutional body under Article 324, designed to insulate democratic conduct
(~25w) from executive dominance through collegiate deliberation.

CORE BODY - Decision-Making Parity: Statutorily governed by majority rule without veto power, reinforcing institutional pluralism (T.N. Seshan Case,
(~80w) 1995).

- Protection Gap: Article 324(5) creates an internal hierarchy where only the CEC enjoys impeachment immunity, leaving other
commissioners vulnerable.

« Appointment Scrutiny: Post-Anoop Baranwal (2023) and the 2023 Act, institutional autonomy hinges on transparent executive search
processes.

WAY FWD Enact constitutional amendments implementing the 255th Law Commission recommendation to equalize removal safeguards across all
(~30w) three commissioners.

L UPSC EXAMINER'S TRAP RADAR

THE EXAMINER'S TRAP: WHY ASPIRANTS FAIL: THE FACT CHECK:
Assuming the CEC has a casting vote or veto Confusing the CEC's role with parliamentary All three commissioners have strictly equal voting
power during internal deadlocks. speakers or corporate chairpersons who hold weight; decisions in case of dissent are decided strictly
tie-breaking casting votes. by a 2:1 majority vote.
TARGET PRELIMS MCQ MODERATE

Q. Consider the following statements regarding the Election Commission of India:
1. The Chief Election Commissioner and other Election Commissioners have equal power and receive equal salary and allowances.

2. In case of difference of opinion between the Chief Election Commissioner and other Election Commissioners, the matter is decided by the Chief
Election Commissioner in his sole discretion.

3. An Election Commissioner cannot be removed from office except in like manner and on the like grounds as a Judge of the Supreme Court.
(a) 1only (b) 1and 2 only

(c) 2 and 3 only (d)1,2and 3

Answer: (a) 1 only

Explanation: Statement 1is correct (CEC and ECs enjoy equal status, salary, and allowances matching a Supreme Court judge). Statement 2 is
incorrect: Under Section 9 of the 1991 Act and Section 10 of the 2023 Act, matters are decided by majority opinion, not sole CEC discretion. Statement
3is incorrect: Under Article 324(5), only the CEC has impeachment protection; other ECs are removed on the recommendation of the CEC.

Related PYQ: UPSC Prelims 2017: 'Consider the following statements: 1. The Election Commission of India is a five-member body... 2. Election Commission
resolves the disputes relating to splits/mergers of recognised political parties...! — Answer: 2 only.

MAINS PRACTICE QUESTION (GS2 — 15 MARKS, 250 WORDS)

“"The multi-member structure of the Election Commission was intended to infuse collegiality, yet structural asymmetries in removal safeguards persist.”
Critically analyze in light of judicial rulings and Law Commission recommendations.

Evaluation rubric: Demand of question: Trace single-to-multi-member evolution (1989, 1993) -> Analyze judicial doctrine of primus inter pares (T.N. Seshan)
-> Highlight removal asymmetry under Art 324(5) -> Propose institutional reforms (255th Law Commission, Anoop Baranwal).
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W [ADDreviations & lerminotogyl: CEC: Chiel Election commissioner | EC: Election commissioner | ECL: Election commission of Indla | LCI: Law
Commission of India

GS2 - FEDERAL GOVERNANCE // BORDER & INTERNAL SECURITY ** EXAM CORE

Protected Area Permit vs. Inner Line Permit: Security and Tourism in the Northeast

Why in news: The Ministry of Home Affairs and Northeastern States have initiated consultations to streamline Protected Area Permit (PAP)
requirements for foreign tourists to boost border tourism, while preserving the Inner Line Permit (ILP) regime for domestic visitors.

St t Northeastern States currently enforcing the Inner Line Permit (ILP) regime for domestic Indian citizens: Arunachal Pradesh,
4 ates Nagaland, Mizoram, and Manipur.

STATUTORY DIFFERENTIATION & SECURITY BALANCING

e Statutory Origin: [COLONIAL LAW] The Inner Line Permit (ILP) derives statutory authority from the Bengal Eastern Frontier Regulation (BEFR), 1873,
originally framed to protect British commercial tea and timber monopolies; post-independence repurposed to preserve indigenous tribal demography
and customary lands.

¢ Territorial Extent: [JURISDICTION] ILP currently covers four States: Arunachal Pradesh, Nagaland, Mizoram, and Manipur (extended to Manipur in
December 2019 via Presidential Adaptation of Laws Order).

e PAP Statutory Scheme: [IMMIGRATION] The Protected Area Permit (PAP) is administered under the Foreigners Act, 1946 and Foreigners (Protected
Areas) Order, 1958; it applies exclusively to foreign nationals visiting designated border zones near international boundaries.

¢ Economic Friction: [TOURISM & CAPITAL] Stringent permit compliance processes create friction for high-value eco-tourism circuits (Tawang, Ziro,
Dzukou Valley), prompting demands for digitized, single-window clearances.

e Security Balancing: [SECURITY DOCTRINE] Permit relaxations require tri-partite consensus between the Ministry of Home Affairs, Ministry of Defence
(border defense along LAC), and concerned State Governments to ensure espionage and demographic safeguards.

Y

DRAW THIS IN EXAM — 30-SECOND MAINS VISUAL MODEL
ILP vs PAP vs Sixth Schedule Comparative Matrix (Draw in GS2)

INNER LINE PERMIT (ILP)
Target:

Domestic Indian Citizens Law: BEFR, 1873 (Colonial Origin) 4 States: AR, NL, MZ, MN Protects tribal land & demography PROTECTED AREA
PERMIT (PAP) Target: Foreign Nationals Law: Foreigners Act, 1946 Vetting: MHA & MoD Clearance Sovereign border security near LAC SIXTH
SCHEDULE (ART 244) Autonomous District Councils States: AS, ML, TR, MZ X UPSC TRAP CHECK: Meghalaya is 6th Sched, NO ILP!

N Examiner Note: Explicitly contrast the legislative root: BEFR 1873 (Domestic / Customary) vs Foreigners Act 1946 (Foreign | Sovereign Security).

How to use in UPSC Mains: Use in GS2 (Federalism, Special Provisions, Internal Security) when evaluating Centre-State security coordination,
Fifth/Sixth Schedule autonomy, and development in border areas.

3-COLUMN MAINS DIMENSION MATRIX

1. Dimension / Anchor 2. Substantive Arguments & Data 3. Value-Add / Reform

GS2 / GS3: Border Regulation & Federal - Demographic Security: Safeguards customary tribal land « Transition to unified digital e-FRRO / e-

Governance ownership against non-local settlement (Art. 19(5) reasonable ILP single-window clearances.
restrictions). « Adopt community-led homestay
- Border Sovereignty: Regulates foreign access in sensitive certification to distribute tourism revenue
frontiers along the McMahon Line / LAC. directly to indigenous clans.

- Development Deficit: Permit complexities stifle hospitality capital
and Act East connectivity corridors.

Mains value-add: Examine the interaction between ILP exemptions under Section 6B(4) of the Citizenship Amendment Act (CAA), 2019 and demographic
security demands in the Northeast.

L UPSC EXAMINER'S TRAP RADAR

THE EXAMINER'S TRAP: WHY ASPIRANTS FAIL: THE FACT CHECK:

Believing that all Sixth Schedule States Confusing constitutional Autonomous District Meghalaya is governed under the Sixth Schedule but
automatically have an operational Inner Line Councils (Art. 244(2)) with territorial travel does NOT have an operational ILP system. Assam also
Permit regime. regulation under BEFR 1873. does not have an ILP regime.
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TARGET PRELIMS MCQ MODERATE
Q. With reference to special travel regulations in India's northeastern States, consider the following statements:

1. The Inner Line Permit (ILP) regime derives its statutory authority from the Bengal Eastern Frontier Regulation, 1873.

2. A foreign tourist visiting Kohima in Nagaland requires an Inner Line Permit issued by the State Government.

3. The Inner Line Permit system is currently in force in Arunachal Pradesh, Nagaland, Mizoram, and Manipur.

Which of the statements given above are correct?

(a) 1and 2 only (b) 1and 3 only

(c) 2 and 3 only (d)1,2and 3

Answer: (b) 1 and 3 only
Explanation: Statements 1 and 3 are correct. Statement 2 is incorrect: Foreign tourists do not require an Inner Line Permit; they are governed by the
Protected Area Permit (PAP) / Restricted Area Permit (RAP) regime administered under the Foreigners Act, 1946.

Related PYQ: UPSC Prelims 2019: 'Consider the following statements: 1. Under the Ramsar Convention, it is mandatory on the part of the Government of
India to protect and conserve all the wetlands...' [Testing statutory territorial regimes].

MAINS PRACTICE QUESTION (GS2 — 15 MARKS, 250 WORDS)
“"Special permit regimes in India's northeastern frontier reflect the constitutional tension between territorial security, demographic preservation, and
economic integration.” Evaluate with examples.

Evaluation rubric: Demand of question: Differentiate ILP vs PAP -> Analyze demographic security imperatives -> Discuss economic friction (tourism, private
capital) -> Propose balanced modernization pathway (digital single-window, community-based tourism).

m [Abbreviations & Terminologyl: BEFR: Bengal Eastern Frontier Regulation | CAA: Citizenship Amendment Act | ILP: Inner Line Permit | MHA: Ministry
of Home Affairs | PAP: Protected Area Permit | RAP: Restricted Area Permit
GS2 - FUNDAMENTAL RIGHTS // JUDICIAL REVIEW *%* MUST READ

Judicial Scrutiny of Preventive Detention: The Threshold of Encrypted Communications

Why in news: The Jammu & Kashmir High Court quashed a preventive detention order under the Public Safety Act, ruling that mere communication
over encrypted applications or VPNs without specific overt acts cannot justify deprivation of personal liberty.

M h Maximum permissible period of preventive detention under Article 22(4) without confirmation of sufficient cause by an
3 Ont S independent Advisory Board.

CONSTITUTIONAL THRESHOLDS & LANDMARK PRECEDENTS

e Evidentiary Threshold: [JupICIAL REVIEW] Subjective satisfaction of the detaining authority must rest on credible, proximate factual material rather
than speculative inferences drawn from the mere possession of privacy-enhancing communication tools.

e Article 22(5) Mandate: [CONSTITUTION] Article 22(5) obligates the authority to communicate grounds of detention to the detenu at the earliest
instance, enabling an effective, meaningful representation; vague allegations vitiate the order.

* Proportionality Standard: [PRIVACY DOCTRINE] Relying on K.S. Puttaswamy (2017), the High Court underscored that digital privacy under Article 21
cannot be curtailed without meeting the fourfold test: legality, legitimate state aim, suitability, and proportionality stricto sensu.

e Exceptional Invasion: [SUPREME COURT] In Pramod Singla v. Union of India (2023), the Supreme Court affirmed that preventive detention laws bypass
ordinary trial procedures and therefore demand strict, unrelenting procedural adherence.

e Advisory Board Window: [PROCEDURE] Under Article 22(4), detention cannot exceed three months unless an independent Advisory Board confirms
sufficient cause before the expiration of that period.

. DRAW THIS IN EXAM — 30-SECOND MAINS VISUAL MODEL
Puttaswamy 4-Pillar Proportionality Test in Detention (Draw in GS2)

1. Legitimate Aim 2. Rational Nexus 3. Necessity Test 4. Balancing
State Security [ Public Order (Art = Proximate overt acts (Not mere - Are ordinary criminal laws I Liberty infringement vs actual
22) VPN/Signal) inadequate? public threat

PR

. Examiner Note: Whenever preventive detention or surveillance is examined in GS2, drawing the 4-stage proportionality ladder demonstrates deep analytical
maturity.

How to use in UPSC Mains: Cite in GS2 (Judiciary & Fundamental Rights) when examining limits of executive discretion, civil liberties in conflict
zones, and digital surveillance vs privacy.

2 MAINS READY-TO-WRITE ANSWER SNIPPET (IBC FORMAT)

INTRO Preventive detention under Article 22 is an exceptional peacetime encroachment upon personal liberty (Article 21), requiring strict judicial
(~25w) scrutiny against executive overreach.

CORE BODY - Constitutional Vulnerability: Bypasses trial safeguards (no charge, no cross-examination), making subjective satisfaction vulnerable to
(~80w) speculative policing.

- Digital Privacy Threshold: Encrypted messaging tools cannot form the sole factual nexus for detention without proving proximate threat
to public order (Puttaswamy standard).
- Procedural Rigour: Any delay in furnishing legible grounds or deciding representations vitiates the detention order (Article 22(5)).

WAY FWD Codify statutory guidelines mandating objective evidentiary thresholds and independent judicial oversight before invoking preventive
(~30w) detention acts.
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L UPSC EXAMINER'S TRAP RADAR

THE EXAMINER'S TRAP: WHY ASPIRANTS FAIL: THE FACT CHECK:
Thinking that the 44th Constitutional The amendment was passed by Parliament, The constitutionally operational limit under Article
Amendment Act, 1978 reduced the maximum but Section 3 of the 44th Amendment was 22(4) remains strictly 3 months.
detention period without an Advisory Board to never notified into force by the Union
2 months. Government.
TARGET PRELIMS MCQ DIFFICULT

Q. Consider the following statements regarding Preventive Detention in India:

1. Both Parliament and State Legislatures have concurrent legislative power to enact laws related to preventive detention for reasons connected with
the security of a State and maintenance of public order.

2. Under Article 22 of the Constitution, an individual can be detained preventively for a maximum period of six months without the opinion of an
Advisory Board.

3. The detaining authority is constitutionally mandated to disclose all facts upon which the detention order is based to the detenu without any
exception.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(a) 1only (b) 1and 2 only

(c) 2 and 3 only (d)1,2and 3

Answer: (a) 1 only

Explanation: Statement 1is correct (Entry 3, Concurrent List). Statement 2 is incorrect: Article 22(4) limits detention without Advisory Board
confirmation to three months. Statement 3 is incorrect: Under Article 22(6), the authority is not required to disclose facts which it considers against the
public interest to disclose.

Related PYQ: UPSC Prelims 2021: 'A legislation which confers on the executive or administrative authority an unguided and uncontrolled discretionary power
in the matter of application of law violates which one of the following Articles...?' — Answer: Article 14.

MAINS PRACTICE QUESTION (GS2 — 15 MARKS, 250 WORDS)
"Preventive detention laws represent a delicate compromise between sovereign state security and fundamental freedoms. In the digital age, how should
courts balance cryptographic privacy against executive suspicion?”

Evaluation rubric: Demand of question: Contextualize Art 22 exceptional power -> Evaluate Puttaswamy digital privacy test -> Analyze risks of speculative
executive detention based on encrypted app usage -> Recommend procedural and judicial safeguards.

m [Abbreviations & Terminologyl: IT Act: Information Technology Act | PSA: Public Safety Act | SC: Supreme Court | UAPA: Unlawful Activities
Prevention Act | VPN: Virtual Private Network

QUICK FACTS & EXAMPLES - GS PAPER 2 (POLITY, GOVERNANCE & SECURITY)
Seventh Schedule Concurrent List Entry 3

How to use: Vests concurrent legislative competence in Parliament and State Legislatures for preventive detention connected with security of a State, public
order, and essential supplies.
Article 22(6) Public Interest Exception

How to use: Permits the detaining executive authority to withhold facts from the detenu if disclosure is deemed contrary to the public interest.
Article 324(5) Proviso Asymmetry

How to use: CEC removal requires a special parliamentary majority under Art 124(4); other ECs are removable on CEC recommendation, raising autonomy
concerns cited by the 255th Law Commission.

5 30-SECOND ACTIVE RECALL CHECKPOINT - GS PAPER 2 (POLITY, GOVERNANCE & SECURITY)

Q. Under what statutory rule are Election Commission disagreements resolved? - Section 9 of the 1991 Act / Section 10 of the 2023 Act:
Decided strictly by majority opinion.
Q. Which four States currently enforce the Inner Line Permit (ILP)? - Arunachal Pradesh, Nagaland, Mizoram, and Manipur.

Q. What is the operational constitutional limit on detention without Advisory Board approval? - Strictly 3 months under Article 22(4) (the
44th Amendment reduction to 2 months was never notified).

GS PAPER 3: ECO

MY, S&T, ENVIRONMENT & SECURITY

GS3 - INDUSTRIAL POLICY // MINERAL & ENERGY SECURITY **x% MUST READ

X2,800-Crore Capex Scheme: Bridging India's Critical Minerals Midstream Gap

Why in news: The Union Ministry of Mines has finalized a ¥2,800-crore capital expenditure incentive scheme to subsidize up to 20% of private
capital expenditure for setting up domestic critical mineral processing, smelting, and refining facilities.

THE FEYNMAN ANALOGY — UNDERSTAND IN 10 SECONDS

Mining critical minerals is like digging up crude oil; if you have no oil refineries, you still have to buy expensive petrol from abroad. India has the rocks,
but China owns the refineries. This scheme pays to build India's own refineries.

Key Takeaway: True energy security lies not just in owning mines, but in mastering the complex chemical refining midstream.

{ 8 C Proposed capital expenditure incentive outlay under the National Critical Minerals Mission to subsidize up to 20% of private
29 OO r capex for mineral processing and refining.
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SIRATEGIC VALUE CUATN £ CSTATUTORY ERAMELIODK

¢ Mission Alignment: [INDUSTRIAL STRATEGY] Forms a cornerstone of the National Critical Minerals Mission (NCMM) announced in Union Budget 2024-
25, aimed at creating self-reliant domestic processing clusters for lithium, cobalt, nickel, and rare earth elements (REEs).

e Statutory Enabler: [MINING REFORM] The MMDR Amendment Act, 2023 empowered the Central Government to exclusively auction 24 critical and
strategic minerals and introduced the Exploration Licence (EL) framework for 29 deep-seated and critical minerals to incentivize discovery.

¢ Revenue Federalism: [FISCAL FEDERALISM] While the Centre conducts auctions to ensure national security coherence, 100% of royalties, dead rent,
and auction premiums generated from critical mineral blocks accrue directly to the concerned State Governments.

¢ Midstream Monopoly: [GEOPOLITICAL CHOKEPOINT] According to the IEA, China controls ~70% of global lithium refining, ~75% of cobalt processing,
and over 90% of rare earth refining, leaving raw ore producers vulnerable to supply chain embargoes.

e Overseas Supply Link: [EXTERNAL SOURCING] Khanij Bidesh India Ltd (KABIL) is securing overseas brine assets in Argentina and Australia, requiring
domestic hydrometallurgical refining capacity to convert raw imports into battery-grade precursor chemicals.

. DRAW THIS IN EXAM — 30-SECOND MAINS VISUAL MODEL
The Critical Minerals Value Chain & Midstream Gap (Draw in GS3)

1. UPSTREAM MINING 2. MIDSTREAM BOTTLENECK 3. DOWNSTREAM TECH
Raw Ores Extraction CHINA 70-90% MONOPOLY Finished Products
Lithium, Cobalt, Nickel, REEs EV Batteries (PLI ACC)

MMDR 2023 EL Auctions 22,800 Cr Capex Scheme Clean Energy Sovereignty

Smelting & Hydrometallurgy

N Examiner Note: Always highlight the midstream chemical refining chokepoint when discussing mineral supply chain resilience or Quad / MSP partnerships.

How to use in UPSC Mains: Cite in GS3 (Industrial Policy, Energy Transition, S&T) when analyzing mineral supply chain security, EV battery self-
reliance, and India's strategic participation in the Minerals Security Partnership (MSP).

3-COLUMN MAINS DIMENSION MATRIX

1. Dimension / Anchor 2. Substantive Arguments & Data 3. Value-Add / Reform
GS3: Critical Minerals & Clean Energy « Upstream Progress: MMDR 2023 introduced Exploration Licences - Establish designated Zero-Discharge
Sovereignty (ELs) and Centre-led auctioning of 24 strategic minerals. Critical Mineral Processing Parks with
- Midstream Bottleneck: Processing requires capital-intensive, common effluent treatment.
high-pollution hydrometallurgy where China holds 70-90% refining - Leverage the Minerals Security
dominance. Partnership (MSP) for technology
- Fiscal Federalism: Royalty and dead rent allocation to States licensing and clean metallurgical refining.

balances central auctioning authority with sub-national revenues.

Mains value-add: Connect with the National Green Hydrogen Mission and PLI Advanced Chemistry Cell (ACC) schemes to show value chain integration.

L UPSC EXAMINER'S TRAP RADAR

THE EXAMINER'S TRAP: WHY ASPIRANTS FAIL: THE FACT CHECK:
Assuming auction premiums and royalty Assuming that because the Centre conducts Seventh Schedule Entry 23 vests mineral rights in
revenues from Central critical mineral the auction, the revenue belongs to the States; all auction premiums and royalties accrue 100%
auctions go to the Consolidated Fund of India. Union. to the concerned State Governments.

TARGET PRELIMS MCQ MODERATE

Q. With reference to the Mines and Minerals (Development and Regulation) Amendment Act, 2023, consider the following statements:

1. The Central Government has been empowered to exclusively conduct auctions for mining leases and composite licences of 24 critical and strategic
minerals.

2. The auction premiums and royalty revenues generated from these critical mineral blocks accrue entirely to the Consolidated Fund of India.

3. It introduced a new mineral concession termed 'Exploration Licence' (EL) to encourage private sector participation in reconnaissance of deep-seated
minerals.
Which of the statements given above are correct?

(a) 1and 2 only (b) 2 and 3 only

(c) 1and 3 only (d)1,2and 3

Answer: (c) 1 and 3 only

Explanation: Statements 1 and 3 are correct (Central Government conducts auctions for 24 critical minerals; EL framework introduced for deep-seated
reconnaissance). Statement 2 is incorrect: Royalties, dead rents, and auction premiums generated from critical mineral blocks accrue entirely to the
concerned State Governments, not the Central Government.

Related PYQ: UPSC Prelims 2021: 'With reference to the management of minor minerals in India, consider the following statements: 1. Sand is a minor
mineral according to prevailing law...' — Answer: (d) 1, 2 and 3.

MAINS PRACTICE QUESTION (GS3 - 15 MARKS, 250 WORDS)

“"The geopolitical race for energy transition is being decided not at the mine head, but at the chemical refining plant.” In this context, evaluate India’s
strategy to secure its critical mineral midstream value chain.

Evaluation rubric: Demand of question: Detail China's midstream processing monopoly -> Explain India's midstream bottleneck -> Evaluate MMDR Act 2023
& 22,800 Cr capex scheme -> Recommend global alliances (MSP, KABIL) and domestic eco-industrial clusters.
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B [ADDIEviations & 1erminorlogyl: BESS: Battery ENergy storage oystem |  EL: EXploration Licence | LIEA: Internationat Energy Agency |  KABIL: Rnanij
Bidesh India Limited | MMDR: Mines and Minerals Development and Regulation | MSP: Minerals Security Partnership | NCMM: National Critical Minerals
Mission | REE: Rare Earth Element
GS3 - ENERGY INFRASTRUCTURE // SMART GRID RESILIENCE * ESSENTIAL BRIEF

Grid Resilience and Renewable Integration: Lessons from the Island-Wide Blackout

Why in news: An island-wide electrical blackout in Sri Lanka triggered by distributed rooftop solar inverter trips during a frequency transient has
highlighted operational resilience priorities for India's ambitious rooftop solar mission.

THE FEYNMAN ANALOGY — UNDERSTAND IN 10 SECONDS
Think of a power grid like a heavily loaded bicycle. Heavy coal and hydro generators act like massive steel flywheels: their spinning momentum keeps
the bike upright even during bumps. Solar panels have no spinning weight; if sunlight wavers or a line trips, stability is tested instantly.

Key Takeaway: Renewable integration delivers green energy, but maintaining grid frequency requires smart electronic stabilizers and storage buffers.

500 GW India's national target for non-fossil power capacity by 2030, necessitating resilient grid-balancing protocols and storage reserves.

GRID BALANCING DYNAMICS & REGULATORY SAFEGUARDS

¢ The Inertia Transition: [GRID DYNAMICS] Phasing down conventional thermal and hydro generation reduces physical rotational kinetic energy in the
grid, making frequency more sensitive to sudden generation outages or transmission line faults.

¢ Inverter Cascade Risk: [OPERATIONAL LESSON] During a localized transmission fault in Sri Lanka, unstandardized rooftop solar inverters lacking Low-
Voltage Ride-Through (LVRT) tripped simultaneously, turning a minor drop into a system-wide blackout.

¢ Mandatory CEA Standards: [STANDARDS COMPLIANCE] Under Central Electricity Authority (CEA) Technical Standards for Connectivity, distributed solar
generators must incorporate Fault Ride-Through (FRT) capability to remain connected during transient voltage fluctuations.

e CERC Grid Code Band: [REGULATORY NORM] The Central Electricity Regulatory Commission (CERC) Indian Electricity Grid Code (IEGC) 2023 mandates
a strict operational frequency band of 49.90 Hz to 50.05 Hz to safeguard national transmission stability.

¢ Smart Grid Remedies: [INFRASTRUCTURE FIX] Solutions include mandating Grid-Forming (GFM) inverters paired with Battery Energy Storage Systems
(BESS) and deploying synchronous condensers to supply virtual synthetic inertia.

. DRAW THIS IN EXAM — 30-SECOND MAINS VISUAL MODEL

Grid Frequency Stability & Protective Standards (Draw in GS3)

50.0 Hz
CERC IEGC STATUTORY SAFE OPERATING BAND (49.90 Hz — 50.05 Hz)

v Solar + FRT Mandate & Grid-Forming Synthetic Inert

mal/Hdee Rk "

ety

49.5 Hz

-
%, ¢ Unprotected Solar: Cascading Inverter Trips - Blackout
49.0 Hz

t=0 (Trip) Time —

N Examiner Note: Show both the Problem (Inverter Disconnection Cascade) and the Solution (FRT standards + GFM inverters) in a single flow.

How to use in UPSC Mains: Cite in GS3 (Energy Infrastructure & S&T) when analyzing grid decarbonization risks, renewable integration
challenges, and power sector reforms under CERC IEGC.

# MAINS READY-TO-WRITE ANSWER SNIPPET (IBC FORMAT)

INTRO As India accelerates toward 500 GW of non-fossil capacity by 2030, the decline of synchronous rotational inertia poses a critical systemic
(~25w) challenge to transmission grid stability.

CORE BODY - Inertia Deficit: Inverter-based resources (solar PV/wind) exhibit zero physical rotor inertia, causing rapid Rate of Change of Frequency
(~80w)

(RoCoF) during generator outages.

+ The Distributed Threat: Unmonitored rooftop solar without Fault Ride-Through (FRT) disconnects en masse during voltage sags,
compounding deficits (Sri Lanka Case Study).

- Technical Remedies: Central Electricity Authority regulations requiring synthetic inertia via Grid-Forming (GFM) inverters and
synchronous condensers.

WAY FWD Establish an ancillary services market pricing 'fast frequency response' and mandate smart-inverter FRT certification for all rooftop solar
(~30w) under PM Surya Ghar.

L UPSC EXAMINER'S TRAP RADAR

THE EXAMINER'S TRAP: WHY ASPIRANTS FAIL: THE FACT CHECK:

Thinking that Under-Frequency Load Assuming automated protection is foolproof If frequency drops too rapidly before relays react,
Shedding (UFLS) alone can always prevent a regardless of how fast frequency plunges. mechanical load-shedding fails; proactive inverter Fault
blackout. Ride-Through (FRT) standards are essential.
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TARGET PRELIMS MCQ MODERATE

Q. With reference to electrical grid stability and renewable energy integration, consider the following statements:

1. Traditional synchronous generators (thermal and hydro) provide rotational inertia that naturally dampens sudden frequency deviations.

2. Inverter-based solar photovoltaic (PV) generation inherently supplies rotational kinetic energy to the electrical grid identical to thermal turbines.

3. Low-Voltage Ride-Through (LVRT) capability allows distributed renewable generators to remain connected during transient voltage dips, preventing
cascaded tripping.

Which of the statements given above are correct?

(a) 1and 2 only (b) 1and 3 only

(c) 2 and 3 only (d)1,2and 3

Answer: (b) 1 and 3 only

Explanation: Statements 1 and 3 are correct. Statement 2 is incorrect: Inverter-based solar PV generation uses static power electronics with no moving
parts and inherently provides zero physical rotational inertia unless configured with synthetic/virtual inertia via grid-forming inverters.

Related PYQ: UPSC Prelims 2020: 'With reference to solar water pumps, consider the following statements: 1. Solar power can be used for running surface
pumps and not submersible pumps... 2. Solar power can be used for running centrifugal pumps...' [Testing understanding of solar tech limitations].

MAINS PRACTICE QUESTION (GS3 — 15 MARKS, 250 WORDS)
"Decarbonizing the electricity grid replaces spinning synchronous machines with static power electronic inverters, trading carbon emissions for
operational fragility.” Discuss the systemic risks and regulatory safeguards required for India's power grid.

Evaluation rubric: Demand of question: Explain grid inertia and RoCoF physics -> Detail the cascading risk of non-FRT rooftop inverters (Sri Lanka
precedent) -> Evaluate CEA and CERC regulations -> Outline technological solutions (synchronous condensers, GFM inverters, synthetic inertia).

m [Abbreviations & Terminologyl: BESS: Battery Energy Storage System | CEA: Central Electricity Authority | CERC: Central Electricity Regulatory
Commission | FRT: Fault Ride-Through | GFM: Grid-Forming | IEGC: Indian Electricity Grid Code | LVRT: Low-Voltage Ride-Through | UFLS: Under-
Frequency Load Shedding

GS3 - CYBER SECURITY // FRONTIER ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE » ESSENTIAL BRIEF

Frontier AI in Cyber Defense: CERT-In's Automated Vulnerability Framework

Why in news: The Indian Computer Emergency Response Team (CERT-In) has initiated pilot deployments of an Automated Vulnerability Research
(AVR) framework leveraging frontier Al foundation models to autonomously discover and remediate zero-day flaws in critical infrastructure software.

6 H Mandatory timeline under CERT-In Directions (April 2022) for system service providers and intermediaries to report cybersecurity
ours incidents.

INSTITUTIONAL ARCHITECTURE & REGULATORY MANDATES

e Statutory Anchor: [IT ACT 2000] CERT-In operates under Section 70B of the Information Technology Act, 2000 as the national nodal agency for
incident response, vulnerability coordination, and cyber emergency management across all sectors.

¢ Cll Defense Allocation: [CRITICAL INFRASTRUCTURE] Under Section 70A of the IT Act, Critical Information Infrastructure (Cll) protection is specifically
entrusted to the National Critical Information Infrastructure Protection Centre (NCIIPC), covering power grids, banking rails, and defense systems.

e Autonomous Patching: [AI CAPABILITY] The AVR framework utilizes Al models to systematically analyze codebases, discover logic bugs and
vulnerabilities, and synthesize remediation patches within hours rather than traditional months of manual software audit.

¢ The Dual-Use Dilemma: [ASYMMETRIC WARFARE] The exact Al architectures used for automated defensive patching can be repurposed by hostile
Advanced Persistent Threat (APT) actors to generate polymorphic exploits and autonomous cyber payloads at machine speed.

e Compliance Mandates: [REGULATORY NORMS] CERT-In Directions (2022) mandate strict 6-hour incident reporting and maintenance of system logs for
180 days within Indian jurisdiction to facilitate rapid forensic investigations.

. DRAW THIS IN EXAM — 30-SECOND MAINS VISUAL MODEL
Sovereign Cyber Institutional Matrix & Al Defense Shield (Draw in GS3)

1. Section 70B FRONTIER Al SHIELD . 2. Section 70A
CERT-In: Operational Cyber Incidents Autonomous Vulnerability Patching NCIIPC: Critical Infrastructure (Cll)

. Examiner Note: Clearly separate Section 70A (NCIIPC / Critical Infrastructure) from Section 70B (CERT-In / General Incident Handling).

How to use in UPSC Mains: Cite in GS3 (Cyber Security, National Security & S&T) when discussing critical infrastructure defense (Cll), incident
handling under Sec 70B, and IT Act reforms.

Z MAINS READY-TO-WRITE ANSWER SNIPPET (IBC FORMAT)
INTRO The convergence of generative Al and automated software auditing has transformed cybersecurity, making machine-speed defense
(~25w) essential for safeguarding national digital assets.

CORE BODY - Autonomous Defense: CERT-In's AVR framework shifts national posture from reactive perimeter patching to proactive, machine-speed
(~80w) zero-day discovery.

- Dual-Use Asymmetry: State-sponsored cyber threat actors can weaponize identical neural models to engineer unpatchable exploits
against critical sectors.

- Regulatory Enforcement: Balancing 6-hour incident reporting mandates under IT Act Sec. 70B with domestic data localization and 180-
day log mandates.

WAY FWD Operationalize an Al-native National Cyber Security Strategy with formal software verification pipelines and sovereign benchmark testing
(~30w) for Critical Information Infrastructure (Cll).
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L UPSC EXAMINER'S TRAP RADAR

THE EXAMINER'S TRAP: WHY ASPIRANTS FAIL: THE FACT CHECK:

Confusing the statutory mandates of CERT-In Treating both bodies as generic cybersecurity CERT-In is designated under Section 70B for general
and NCIIPC under the Information Technology agencies with identical responsibilities. national incident response; NCIIPC is designated under
Act, 2000. Section 70A exclusively for Critical Information

Infrastructure (ClII).

TARGET PRELIMS MCQ MODERATE

Q. Consider the following statements regarding cybersecurity institutional frameworks in India:

1. The Indian Computer Emergency Response Team (CERT-In) is designated as the national nodal agency under Section 70B of the Information
Technology Act, 2000.

2. The National Critical Information Infrastructure Protection Centre (NCIIPC) is established under Section 70A of the IT Act exclusively to protect
critical information infrastructure.

3. Under CERT-In directions, all cybersecurity incidents must be reported to CERT-In within 72 hours of confirmation.
Which of the statements given above are correct?

(a) 1and 2 only (b) 2 and 3 only

(c) 1and 3 only (d)1,2and 3

Answer: (a) 1 and 2 only

Explanation: Statements 1 and 2 are correct. Statement 3 is incorrect: Under the CERT-In Directions issued in April 2022, covered entities must report
cybersecurity incidents within 6 hours of noticing them, not 72 hours.

Related PYQ: UPSC Prelims 2017: 'In India, it is legally mandatory for which of the following to report on cyber security incidents? 1. Service providers 2.
Data centres 3. Body corporate...' — Answer: (d) 1, 2 and 3.

MAINS PRACTICE QUESTION (GS3 - 15 MARKS, 250 WORDS)

"Artificial intelligence in cybersecurity presents a dual-use paradox: the technology that enables autonomous defensive patching equally automates
offensive zero-day exploitation.” Critically evaluate India's cyber preparedness in this context.

Evaluation rubric: Demand of question: Define Automated Vulnerability Research (AVR) -> Explain the dual-use dilemma -> Evaluate CERT-In and NCIIPC
institutional capabilities -> Outline strategic steps needed (secure software supply chain, sovereign Al audit models).

m [Abbreviations & Terminologyl: APT: Advanced Persistent Threat | AVR: Automated Vulnerability Research | CERT-In: Indian Computer Emergency
Response Team | CII: Critical Information Infrastructure | IT Act: Information Technology Act | NCIIPC: National Critical Information
Infrastructure Protection Centre

GS3 - WATER SECURITY // TRANSBOUNDARY HYDROLOGY *x EXAM CORE

Strategic Hydropower in the Eastern Himalayas: The Upper Siang Multipurpose Project

Why in news: The Central Government and NHPC have accelerated pre-construction surveys for the proposed 11,000 MW Upper Siang
Multipurpose Project in Arunachal Pradesh to secure downstream riparian rights and counter China's planned mega-dam at the Great Bend.

THE FEYNMAN ANALOGY — UNDERSTAND IN 10 SECONDS

Imagine living downstream on a river where an upstairs neighbor is building a gigantic water tank that could either cut off your tap water or flood your
house. The Upper Siang dam is like building your own buffer reservoir downstairs to absorb sudden water surges and store enough water so you
never go thirsty.

Key Takeaway: The project is less about electricity and more about creating a physical shock absorber against downstream hydrological coercion.

‘ ‘ 7 Planned capacity of the Upper Siang Multipurpose Project in Arunachal Pradesh, envisioned as India's largest hydropower
119000 M dam and a strategic transboundary buffer.
GEOPOLITICAL HYDROLOGY & DOMESTIC GOVERNANCE TRADE-OFFS

¢ Strategic Counterweight: [RIPARIAN STRATEGY] Envisioned by India as a physical transboundary buffer to counter China's planned 60,000 MW
mega-dam project in Medog County (Motuo) at the Great Bend of the Yarlung Tsangpo in Tibet.

* Flood & Flow Cushion: [HYDROLOGY] Designed with a massive 9 to 10 billion cubic meter (BCM) live storage cushion to absorb artificial flash floods or
deliberate sudden releases, while securing baseflows during lean winter months for the Brahmaputra.

e Treaty Vacuum: [INTERNATIONAL LAW] Neither India nor China are signatories to the 1997 UN Watercourses Convention, leaving transboundary
management dependent on non-binding MoUs for monsoon data sharing without legal dispute resolution mechanisms.

e Socio-Ecological Costs: [COMMUNITY RIGHTS] The proposed reservoir threatens substantial submergence of ancestral lands of the indigenous Adi
community, the inundation of Yingkiong town, and disruption of rich river valley ecologies.

e Seismic Vulnerability: [GEOLOGICAL RISK] Located in tectonically active Himalayan Seismic Zone V, characterized by active thrust faults, high
landslide susceptibility, and heightened risks from Glacial Lake Outburst Floods (GLOFs).
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. DRAW THIS IN EXAM — 30-SECOND MAINS VISUAL MODEL

Transboundary Strategic Hydrological Buffer Model (Draw in GS3)

1. UPSTREAM: TIBET (CHINA) 2. BUFFER: UPPER SIANG (INDIA) 3. DOWNSTREAM: ASSAM
Yarlung Tsangpo Plateau Arunachal Pradesh - NHPC Brahmaputra Valley
Medog Dam (~60,000 MW planned) Capacity: ~11,000 MW Flood Hazard Mitigated
Threat: Flash floods & lean flow cuts 9-10 BCM Live Buffer Reservoir Baseflow Guaranteed
No binding water-sharing treaty exists Cushions surges - Secures baseflow Prior appropriation rights established

N Examiner Note: Always note that neither India nor China are signatories to the 1997 UN Watercourses Convention, making physical storage the primary defensive
leverage.

How to use in UPSC Mains: Use in GS3 (Infrastructure, Energy Security, Environment) and GS2 (India-China Relations, International Treaties) when
discussing transboundary water security, Himalayan ecology, and indigenous displacement.

3-COLUMN MAINS DIMENSION MATRIX

1. Dimension / Anchor 2. Substantive Arguments & Data 3. Value-Add / Reform

GS2 [/ GS3: Transboundary Hydrology & - Riparian Leverage: Establishing 'prior appropriation' establishes - Implement Free, Prior, and Informed

Eastern Himalayas internationally recognized downstream historical water usage Consent (FPIC) through community
rights. benefit-sharing trusts.
- Hydrological Shield: Large storage buffer absorbs sudden surge « Pursue a multilateral Himalayan River
releases from upstream Tibetan glacial dams. Basin Data-Sharing Agreement engaging
- Ecological Fragility: High seismicity (Zone V) and acute lower riparians like Bangladesh.

vulnerability to Glacial Lake Outburst Floods (GLOFs).

Mains value-add: Cite the doctrine of 'Prior Appropriation' under customary international water law to demonstrate how downstream dam completion
establishes legal water-use rights.

L UPSC EXAMINER'S TRAP RADAR

THE EXAMINER'S TRAP: WHY ASPIRANTS FAIL: THE FACT CHECK:

Assuming India and China share Confusing the Indus Waters Treaty (with There is NO bilateral water treaty between India and
transboundary river waters under an Pakistan) with India-China transboundary China; interaction is restricted solely to expert-level
institutionalized bilateral water treaty. arrangements. mechanisms and non-binding MoUs for monsoon

hydrological data sharing.

TARGET PRELIMS MCQ MODERATE

Q. With reference to transboundary rivers in the Eastern Himalayas, consider the following statements:
1. The Siang River is the main stem of the Brahmaputra River in Arunachal Pradesh, originating as the Yarlung Tsangpo in Tibet.
2. India and China are both state parties to the 1997 United Nations Convention on the Law of the Non-Navigational Uses of International Watercourses.

3. Under customary international water law, the principle of 'prior appropriation' protects the beneficial use of water by an entity that first put it to use
against later users.

Which of the statements given above are correct?

(a) 1and 2 only (b) 1and 3 only

(c) 2 and 3 only (d)1,2and 3

Answer: (b) 1 and 3 only

Explanation: Statements 1 and 3 are correct. Statement 2 is incorrect: Neither India nor China are signatories to the 1997 UN Watercourses Convention
(China voted against it; India abstained).

Related PYQ: UPSC Prelims 2016: 'With reference to the Brahmaputra river, consider the following statements: 1. It originates from the Chemayungdung
glacier... 2. Subansiri and Kameng are its right-bank tributaries...' [Testing river course & hydrology].

MAINS PRACTICE QUESTION (GS3 - 15 MARKS, 250 WORDS)

“In the absence of a comprehensive transboundary water treaty in the Eastern Himalayas, downstream riparian security relies on strategic civil
engineering rather than international diplomacy.” Critically evaluate with reference to the Upper Siang project.

Evaluation rubric: Demand of question: Contextualize China's Medog mega-dam threat -> Analyze the strategic rationale of the Upper Siang buffer reservoir
-> Detail domestic governance dilemmas (tribal displacement, seismic Zone V, GLOFs) -> Recommend balanced way forward.

m [Abbreviations & Terminologyl: BCM: Billion Cubic Metres | CEA: Central Electricity Authority | GLOF: Glacial Lake Outburst Flood | LAC: Line of
Actual Control | NHPC: National Hydroelectric Power Corporation
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QUICK FACTS & EXAMPLES — GS PAPER 3 (ECONOMY, S&T, ENVIRONMENT & SECURITY)

Exploration Licence (EL) under MMDR 2023

How to use: Granted through competitive bidding for reconnaissance and prospecting of 29 deep-seated and critical minerals; valid for 5 years with a 2-year
extension.

CERC Statutory Operating Frequency Band

How to use: Regulated strictly within 49.90 Hz to 50.05 Hz under the Indian Electricity Grid Code (IEGC) 2023; deviations trigger automated grid alerts.
IT Act Section 70A vs Section 70B

How to use: Section 70A creates NCIIPC for Critical Information Infrastructure (Cll); Section 70B creates CERT-In as national nodal agency for incident
response.

KABIL Joint Venture Equity Shareholding

How to use: Khanij Bidesh India Ltd is held 40% by NALCO, 30% by HCL, and 30% by MECL under the Ministry of Mines.

5 30-SECOND ACTIVE RECALL CHECKPOINT - GS PAPER 3 (ECONOMY, S&T, ENVIRONMENT & SECURITY)

Q. Who receives royalty revenues from Central critical mineral auctions under MMDR 2023? - 100% accrues to the concerned State
Governments.

Q. What is the mandatory incident reporting timeline under CERT-In Directions 2022? - Within 6 hours of noticing the cybersecurity
incident.

Q. What live storage capacity is planned for the Upper Siang dam buffer? - ~9 to 10 Billion Cubic Metres (BCM) to absorb sudden upstream
Tibetan flood releases.

GS PAPER 4: ETHICS, INTEGRITY & APTITUDE

GS4 - ETHICS IN PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION // CITIZEN-CENTRIC GOVERNANCE *x EXAM CORE

Procedural Apathy vs. Athlete Welfare: Institutional Ethics in Sports Governance

Why in news: Reports of administrative delays in clearing essential medical clearances, adaptive sports gear, and travel stipends for international
para-athletes have exposed deep ethical deficits, where rigid procedural formalism overrides compassionate public service delivery.

THE FEYNMAN ANALOGY — UNDERSTAND IN 10 SECONDS

Imagine a paramedic standing next to an injured person refusing to bandage the wound because the formal requisition form hasn't been stamped in
triplicate. That is bureaucratic procedural apathy: sacrificing the very human being the institution was created to protect for the sake of ticking an
administrative box.

Key Takeaway: Rules exist to serve people; when following a rule harms the citizen, the administrator must exercise ethical discretion to uphold
substantive justice.

d 3 RC Administrative Reforms Commission report on Citizen-Centric Governance emphasizing that procedural rules are instruments of
2n public service, never ends in themselves.
ETHICAL PATHOLOGIES & ADMINISTRATIVE REFORMS

¢ Procedural Fetishism: [BUREAUCRATIC PATHOLOGY] Public administration frequently succumbs to 'rule worship' (deontology decoupled from empathy),
where avoiding audit scrutiny is prioritized over the holistic well-being and performance of national athletes.

¢ Nolan Committee Erosion: [ETHICAL PRINCIPLES] Demonstrates systemic erosion of the Nolan Principles of Public Life: a deficit of *Leadership*
(failing to champion vulnerable stakeholders), *Accountability* (diffuse responsibility across federations and ministries), and *Selflessness*.

¢ 2nd ARC Doctrine: [ADMINISTRATIVE REFORMS] The 2nd Administrative Reforms Commission (12th Report on Citizen-Centric Administration) cautions
that civil servants must balance rule adherence with empathetic discretion to deliver substantive justice.

¢ Ethical Dialectic: [PHILOSOPHY] Reflects a classic ethical dilemma between Weberian rule-bound legalism (compliance to procurement guidelines)
versus Teleological and Virtue Ethics (the supreme duty to uphold athlete dignity and national honor).

¢ Institutional Remedies: [GOVERNANCE REFORM] Requires institutionalizing an autonomous Sports Ombudsman, automated deemed clearances for time-
critical sporting requisitions, and incorporating athlete welfare metrics into bureaucratic performance evaluations.

. DRAW THIS IN EXAM — 30-SECOND MAINS VISUAL MODEL
The Public Administration Ethics Dialectic (Draw in GS4)

1. Rigid Legalism THE DILEMMA 2. Substantive Justice
Weberian proceduralism - Audit fear Form vs Human Welfare Athlete dignity - Public empathy

v 2nd ARC RECONCILIATION: Rule adherence must be tempered with empathetic discretion in public interest.

N Examiner Note: In GS4 answers, contrasting Weberian bureaucratic rigidity with 2nd ARC empathetic governance demonstrates high theoretical maturity.

CA by Shivam Singh | 4 November 2026 Page 13 of 14



THE DAILY UPSC BRIEF | 4 November 2026 High-Yield Daily UPSC CSE Sources

How to use in UPSC Mains: Cite in GS4 (Ethics in Public Administration, Nolan Committee, Citizen-Centric Governance) for case studies on red-
tape vs empathy and administrative discretion.

# MAINS READY-TO-WRITE ANSWER SNIPPET (IBC FORMAT)

INTRO Sports governance in India often suffers from administrative apathy, where bureaucratic self-preservation displaces institutional empathy,
(~25w) violating the constitutional spirit of citizen-centric governance.
CORE BODY - The Ethical Dilemma: Strict Weberian adherence to procedural paperwork (deontology) vs. moral duty of care toward athletes
(~80w) competing on global stages (virtue ethics).
- Institutional Failure: Bureaucratic risk-aversion driven by fear of audit inquiries compromises the dignity, health, and psychological well-
being of sports persons.
- Administrative Values Violated: Deficit of empathy, compassionate discretion, and leadership as outlined in the Nolan Committee
principles and 2nd ARC.
WAY FwD Establish an autonomous Sports Ombudsman and transition to 'deemed administrative sanctions' for critical medical, travel, and nutritional
(~30w)

requisitions.

L UPSC EXAMINER'S TRAP RADAR

THE EXAMINER'S TRAP: WHY ASPIRANTS FAIL: THE FACT CHECK:
Assuming that following the official rulebook Confusing mere legalistic compliance with
to the letter is always an unassailable ethical ethical public administration.

defense for a civil servant.

Civil servants are expected to balance legality with
institutional empathy, moral courage, and public
interest; rule-fetishism that produces unjust outcomes
is a recognized administrative failure.

TARGET PRELIMS MCQ EASY

Q. In the context of public administration ethics, consider the following statements regarding the Nolan Committee's Seven Principles of Public Life:
1. The principle of 'Selflessness' dictates that holders of public office should act solely in terms of the public interest.

2. The principle of 'Objectivity' requires that in carrying out public business, including making public appointments or awarding contracts, holders of
public office should make choices on merit.

3. According to the 2nd Administrative Reforms Commission, rigid adherence to procedural rules without consideration of substantive outcomes is the
hallmark of exemplary ethical governance.

Which of the statements given above are correct?
(a) 1and 2 only (b) 2 and 3 only

(c) 1and 3 only (d)1,2and 3

Answer: (a) 1 and 2 only

Explanation: Statements 1 and 2 are correct (defining Nolan's principles of Selflessness and Objectivity). Statement 3 is incorrect: The 2nd ARC
explicitly warns against 'rule fetishism' and administrative apathy, urging civil servants to use empathetic discretion to deliver citizen-centric justice.

Related PYQ: UPSC Mains 2021 (GS4): 'Examine the relevance of the following in the context of civil service: (a) Transparency (b) Accountability (c) Fairness
and justice (d) Courage of conviction (e) Spirit of service.' [Core civil service values].

MAINS ETHICS CASE STUDY / QUESTION (GS4 — 20 MARKS, 250 WORDS)
"Rules and regulations in public administration are meant to be instruments of service, not sanctuaries of apathy.” Discuss this statement in the context
of institutional governance in sports bodies. How can civil servants balance procedural compliance with genuine institutional empathy?

Evaluation rubric: Demand of question: Contrast procedural compliance vs substantive outcome -> Analyze ethical frameworks (Deontology vs Virtue
Ethics) -> Apply Nolan & 2nd ARC principles -> Formulate administrative reforms (time-bound deemed sanctions, athlete ombudsman).

m [Abbreviations & Terminologyl: ARC: Administrative Reforms Commission | MYAS: Ministry of Youth Affairs and Sports |

NSF: National Sports
Federation | SAI: Sports Authority of India

5 30-SECOND ACTIVE RECALL CHECKPOINT - GS PAPER 4 (ETHICS, INTEGRITY & APTITUDE)
Q. Name the 7 Nolan Principles of Public Life. - Selflessness, Integrity, Objectivity, Accountability, Openness, Honesty, Leadership.

Q. What does the 2nd ARC identify as 'rule fetishism'? - Treating bureaucratic procedural compliance as an end in itself rather than a
tool for citizen welfare.

Q. Which report of the 2nd ARC addresses Citizen-Centric Governance? - The 12th Report:

'Citizen Centric Administration — The Heart of
Governance'.
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